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Brown and Providence 

● Health & Medicine

● Economic Development

● Support for Schools 

Committed to investing in the success of our community:



Investments in Providence



Sustainable & Resilient Campus

Healthier Materials Standards 
(building, custodial, & 
grounds)

100% Brown’s electrical 
use offset by renewable 
energy

Decentralized 
heating/cooling hubs 
to increase resilience 
and drive 
decarbonization

Reduce Emissions to Net Zero

● 2025 Goal: 75% GHG reduction 
(Achieved)

● 2040 Goal: Achieve net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions through 
decarbonization

Reduce nutrient pollution through beef 
and pork reduction

Safeguard human health

Reduce water use and impacts

Curb biodiversity loss

2021 Sustainability Strategic Plan Priorities:



Historic Preservation and Adaptive Re-Use (1 of 2)

By year built



Historic Preservation and Adaptive Re-Use (2 of 2)

Churchill House
c. 1907

George Houston Bass Performing Arts 
Space at Churchill House

Churchill House entrance, off Angell Street

New accessible ramp

New mechanical systems

Nightingale Brown
c. 1791

Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology

One Davol Square

One Davol Square
c. 1900



Recent Investments 

William A. and Ami Kuan Danoff Life Sciences 
Laboratories

Penner Field House Galen V. Henderson Admission Welcome Center 

Haffenreffer Museum of Cultural Anthropology 
at One Davol

Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on 
Women Renovation

Lassonde Innovation and Design Hub



Proposed Projects (1 of 9)
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Proposed Projects (2 of 9)

Central Hub

● Following a milestone 75% decrease in 
greenhouse gas emissions, this project will 
enable a new campus heating network that 
reduces emissions and dramatically increases 
efficiency and resiliency.

● Anchors a campus-wide heating microgrid 
designed for eventual full electrification, 
supporting sustainability goals.



Proposed Projects (3 of 9)

Central Hub

● Brown is managing failing 
underground heating piping, 
which has been causing 
ongoing disruptions to street 
traffic and pedestrian 
crossings. This project will 
eliminate the need for these 
disruptive repairs.



Proposed Projects (4 of 9)

Central Hub

● Up to 14,000 gross square feet 
addition within zoning envelope

● Program primarily composed of 
mechanical and systems-dedicated 
spaces.

● Construction to start in Winter 2028 
and conclude in Spring 2030.



Proposed Projects (5 of 9)

Economics Building

● Brown’s economics faculty, staff and students 
are currently housed in five separate buildings. 

● A dedicated building will unify its people and 
activities, and position the department to 
conduct world-class research and prepare 
students for careers with even greater impact 
on economic theory and policy.  
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Proposed Projects (6 of 9)

Economics Building

● The proposed site locates the 
building directly adjacent to the 
Watson School for International 
and Public Affairs and the 
Department of Political Science. 

● This site will create a vibrant, 
social-sciences hub on the 
southern end of campus.
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Proposed Projects (7 of 9)

Spring 2026 Fall 2026

Economics Building: A Revised Building Site 

Benevolent Street

Charlesfield Street

B
ro

ok
 S

tr
ee

t

71-73

75

30 ft

Benevolent Street

Charlesfield Street

71-73

B
ro

ok
 S

tr
ee

t



Proposed Projects (8 of 9)

Impact on Nearby Properties

● Restore: 287 and 291 Brook
● Remove: 75 Charlesfield
● Relocate: 71-73 Charlesfield 
● Make available to move or (if 

no takers) remove: 277 and 
281-283 Brook
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Proposed Projects (9 of 9)

Economics Building

● Approx. 56,000 square feet, fully 
within City zoning envelope, and 
20% shorter than first plan

● Design to take place Fall 2026 
to Spring/Summer 2027

● Construction enabling to begin 
Summer 2027 

● Completion anticipated for 
Summer 2029



Community Meetings

6/23/26 City of Providence Pre-Application Meeting

9/14/26 City of Providence Planning Department

9/15/26 Benevolent/Brook St neighbors

9/22/26 Ward 1 Community Meeting

9/24/26 Ward 2 Community Meeting

9/30/26 Brown-hosted Community Meeting

10/5/26 College Hill Neighborhood Association

10/6/26             Thayer St District Management Association

10/13/26 Jewelry District Association

10/14/26 Brown-hosted Community Meeting



Contact Info for Questions

Russell Carey
Executive Vice President, Planning & Policy
russell_carey@brown.edu

Al Dahlberg
Associate Vice President
Office of Government Relations  
albert_a_dahlberg@brown.edu 
401-369-4613 

Joshua Corria
Assistant Director of City Relations 
Office Of Government Relations
joshua_corria@brown.edu
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